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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS
MARCH TO MORDOR
When Maude Barlow,
national chairperson
of the Council of
Canadians, spoke in
Edmonton in November
she compared
Alberta’s tar sands to
Mordor, the universe
of Middle Earth in The
Lord of the Rings. This
statement inspired local
environmental activists,
including members of
Greenpeace, to dress
up as Tolkien characters
and organize the March
to Mordor.

The March to Mordor
took place on December
7, the International
Day of Climate Action.
It began at Canada
Place with a sketch
written and performed
by young people
from Greenpeace,
then headed to the
Legislature for the
sketch’s finale, as well as
several speakers.

Crisis in Gaza : A
Local Response
The recent military assault
on Gaza created a huge
global response. Here in
Edmonton, numerous
demonstrations were coorganized in January by the
Edmonton Coalition Against
War and Racism and the
Canada-Palestine Cultural
Association of Edmonton.
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Page 3: Active Observer: The 		
Issue Behind the Issues
Page 4: Community Spotlight: Jim
Gurnett & ECAWAR
Page 6: Raging Against Idling
Page 7: A Visit to Bound Together

From the Ground Up

Winter 2009

page 2

EDITOR’S NOTES

JUST SAY YES

Welcome to our first issue!

Hundreds of people packed City
Hall Plaza in early December to
voice their support of a coalition
government. Despite the falling
snow and announcement earlier
that day that Parliament had been
prorogued, the rally was emphatic
in its demand for democracy.

Getting a new publication going is never an easy
task. It starts with an idea, then it is a matter of
finding the time and resources to put that idea into
action. Without corporate funding or sponsorships,
bringing ideas to fruition is a grassroots process.
“Grassroots” is what From the Ground Up is
all about. We’re going to profile progressive
organizations in Edmonton. We’re going to
interview individuals who are making a difference.
We’re going to explore issues that matter with the
hopes of effecting change.
Thank you for picking up a copy of From the
Ground Up. Read it, learn from it, and pass it on.
From The Ground Up
Volume 1, Issue 1 Winter 2009
Editor/Publisher: Paula E. Kirman
Logo Design/Layout: Randy Layetzke
Contributors: Paula E. Kirman, Vikki Wiercinski

Contact Us Online!
fromthegroundup@raisemyvoice.com
From the Ground Up is also available as a
PDF download from our website:
http://fromthegroundup.raisemyvoice.com

From the Ground Up is an independent look at Edmonton’s progressive scene and the social
justice issues that affect the city. From poverty and homelessness, to labour issues, to peace,
From the Ground Up is there to report and comment upon the topics often overlooked by
mainstream media.
Interested in contributing? We take news and views from a progressive perspective in 300
words or less. Contact us at fromthegroundup@raisemyvoice.com for more information on
what we’re looking for.
Next Issue: Spring 2009
Submission Deadline: April 15
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ACTIVE OBSERVER: The Issues Behind the Issues
By Paula E. Kirman
Poverty and homelessness continue to
be pervasive local social issues. There
are numerous organizations engaging
in important actions to try to deal with
the needs of those affected. Many of the
homeless or working poor in the city rely
upon the meals, clothing, and shelter
provided by these agencies.
However, most of these organizations –
worthy though they may be – treat the
symptoms of the problem, and not the
underlying causes. A meal or place to sleep
may serve someone’s immediate needs, but
not in the long term. Those individuals who
are mentally ill or dealing with addiction need
to get the treatment they need in order to live
stable lives. True, in these cases it is a two-way
street: the person must be willing to make
the commitment in addition to having access
to the necessary services.
Yet this commitment comes with a cost. It
is difficult to afford medication when one
doesn’t have enough money to buy food.

It is difficult to stay clean and sober when not
having a place to live forces one to associate
with their drinking or using buddies for
support.
Then, there are those who are “working poor”
– they have jobs that simply do not earn
them enough to pay for all the necessities
of life. We live in a city with no rent controls,
have a minimum wage that no person could
ever afford to live on, and are in a province
experiencing a so-called “boom” that is
resulting in increased housing prices due to
the migration of so many workers here in
search of a supposed better life.
Bandage solutions work for the moment, but
as a society we need to work towards solutions that are more permanent. This can only
be achieved by dealing with the root causes.
Otherwise, poverty and homelessness will
continue to rise and service organizations will
be overly burdened beyond their capacity to
handle the demand.

TARIQ ALI IN EDMONTON
Renowned writer, editor, and filmmaker Tariq Ali
spoke in Edmonton in November as part of the
Parkland Institute’s Fall Conference that dealt with
issues of the arts, media, and politics.
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COMMUNITY
Jim Gurnett
Jim Gurnett is a passionate voice in
Edmonton’s activist community.

A familiar face at rallies and conferences,
he is outspoken on the issues of peace
and affordable housing. Gurnett lived
in Edmonton for much of his childhood
and youth. During his university years he
became involved with the anti-Vietnam War
movement and wrote about social justice
for the Ryce Street Fishe Market, Edmonton’s
first alternative newspaper. He returned to
Edmonton in 1990, and became Executive
Director of the Edmonton Mennonite Centre
for Newcomers in 2001. Gurnett received the
Salvos Award from Project Ploughshares in
2007.
What are some of the most prevalent social
issues you deal with through your work?
Generally, in our work the overwhelming
issues are the social determinants of health
with economic poverty and inequities caused
by racism and the challenges of living in

a community without having dominant
language proficiency. More specifically, this
includes such particular issues as housing
security, food security, good employment,
early childhood services, community
development, and challenges of youth. If
there is not a commitment to better public
policy in relation to the issues that have a
negative effect on the lives of immigrants
and immigrant communities then all
organizations like EMCN will ever do is put
bandages on injuries so our organization
practices an active commitment to get better
public policy and legislation on all matters
that are hurting the success of people.
How can the average person help find solutions
to these issues on a grassroots level?
Creating and sustaining a fair and supportive
community is everyone’s business. The
change of having equitable lives for all is
much greater when there is good public
policy, and those who make public policy and
the funding and administrative decisions that
flow from public policy respond to the voices
they hear. Every citizen needs to be speaking
up on issues of public policy to elected
and non-elected senior people all the time,
offering good ideas and criticizing things
they believe are bad. When the only critical
voices are from a small group of “activists” it
is easy to dismiss their views, but when large
numbers of citizens are doing so it is harder
to deny that just might be democracy in
action.
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PROFILES
Jim Gurnett
Apart from you work, what are some causes
with which you are involved?
I have tried to be fairly faithful in my
opposition to the invasion of Afghanistan
the past few years because I lived there a few
years and feel a bit more connection to this
part of the world and the people there and
the invasion makes me very angry. I have had
an interest and connection to the tyranny
in Burma and the overthrow of it for several
years. Housing security matters are of real
interest to me -- I organized what I believe
was the first public rally against homelessness
in Edmonton in 1999 when no one wanted
to touch the issue and have been involved
locally and nationally with the many issues
related to this over the years since in many

(continued)

ways. The issue of the abuse of the Lubicon
Lake people and nation has been important
to me for a long time.
What led you to a life and career of activism?
I believe a key issue is my faith -- I think the
Christian scriptures are very strong and clear
about our duty to help create circumstances
where everyone is treated with dignity and
has a full chance to be fully human and have
control of her/his choices, so anything that
decreases that must be taken on. In particular,
these writings are explicit about the duty of
those who might have more in any way to
make sure they do not see that as a personal
right but as creating an obligation.

Community Profiles features local activists and organizations. Any suggestions on who should
be featured? Contact us at: fromthegroundup@raisemyvoice.com

Edmonton Coalition Against War and Racism (ECAWAR)

ECAWAR formed in late 2002 and the following year organized the
largest protest in Edmonton’s history, concerning the impending
invasion of Iraq. Since then, the group has remained active in
planning and organizing peace events, most notably one in the
Fall calling for Canada’s government to withdraw its troops out
of Afghanistan and one in Spring concerning the continued
occupation of Iraq and other occupations around the world.
ECAWAR also occasionally holds discussion forums and teachins on various contemporary peace issues, as well as emergency
actions such as marches and rallies in the Summer of 2006 during
the war in Lebanon, and more recently during the crisi in Gaza.
ECAWAR is made up of individuals from a variety of backgrounds
and organizations, and people who are interested in the peace
movement are always welcome to attend planning meetings.

To learn more, visit ECAWAR’s
website at: www.ecawar.org

National Day of Action: Troops Out
of Afghanistan event organized by
ECAWAR on October 18, 2008.
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RAGING AGAINST
IDLING
On December 6, The Raging
Grannies joined members of
Eco Air (www.eco-air.org), an
environmental youth group, to
encourage drivers not to idle
their cars. The small rally took
place on Churchill Square, then
headed over to spread the word
in front of City Centre Mall.

This Space For Hire
From the Ground Up accepts
advertising. Rates are
inexpensive and with free
distribution in hard copy
and online, readership is
guaranteed! Help us offset
our printing costs. Contact
us at fromthegroundup@
raisemyvoice.com for more
information.
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF
MOVIE NIGHT
A three-block stretch of Stony Plain Road was shut
down for a block party and film festival in late
November. Storefront Cinema Night was part of the
ongoing revitalization process of Stony Plain Road.
It started with short, animated, family NFB films
projected onto a large screen as the audience sat on
hay bales and gathered around a bonfire.
A horse-drawn carriage transported people from the
park to the site of the main festival, which had more
bonfires, free popcorn, and short movies and film art
projected in the windows of several of the businesses.
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A Visit to Bound Together Peace for All
Edmonton artist and designer Vikki
Wiercinski spent New Year’s In San
Francisco. While there, she paid a visit to
Bound Together Books. Bound Together
is an anarchist collective bookstore in the
Haight Ashbury district run by volunteers. In
addition to selling books, Bound Together
also hosts events such as films and readings,
has a discussion group, and sponsors the
annual Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair.

The Arab Jewish Women’s Peace
Coalition in Edmonton organized a
vigil for peace on January 18. The event
was interdenominational and focused
on peace for all in the Middle East,
rather than one side or the other in the
conflict. Participants joined hands in a
circle during the silent vigil at Churchill
Square.

Photos by Vikki Wiercinski

Organizers Netta Phillet (left) and Vanessa Ali
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BOOM FOR WHOM?

COUNCIL OF CANADIANS AGM
RAISES AWARENESS OF TAR SANDS DEVASTATION

The Council of Canadians, a national
advocacy organization on issues affecting
Canada and its sovereignty, held its 2008
Annual General Meeting in Edmonton,
October 31-November 2.

The AGM included a march and rally.
Around 300 people marched from the
Crowne Plaza hotel to the Legislature
holding signs with slogans like
“Tar Sands: The Dark Side of the Boom”
and “Water for Life. Not for Oil!.”

Themed “Boom for Whom” in reference
to the human and environmental
devastation caused by the unrelenting
development of the tar sands, members
from across Canada attended.

Watch videos from many of the events reported on in From the Ground Up:
www.youtube.com/raisingmyvoice

